115.   USUAL PRACTICE
NEW YEAR FOR CONGRESS
Congressmen ought to realize that those who wish to keep
the Congress alive should pay up the annual tax* If everyone
does not pay even four annas, then the Congress cannot meet this
year. The organization will pass under the control of those who
pay this sum. Just as the strength of the Congress is in its volun-
eers, so also is it in its four-anna members. What counts is not
the four annas but the membership. I am afraid that a crore of
members were not enrolled on the Congress register last year.
Whether or not this number was enrolled, if the Congress is a
living organization and if the people have come to take interest
in it in the course of one year, then this time more people should
come forward to get themselves enrolled. The greater the number
of members, the greater the strength of the Congress.
Moreover, this year young persons of the age of 18 also
can get themselves enrolled. Both men and women are entitled
to do so, I earnestly hope that no man or woman who has attained
the age of 18, to whom swaraj is dear and who wishes to secure
swaraj through non-violence and truth, will fail to get his or her
name enrolled at the taluka or the village Congress office. If
people have genuine enthusiasm and feeling for the Congress, it
should not at all be necessary to engage volunteers for this work.
By paying the small sum of four annas, people declare their faith
in the Congress.
CONGRESS FUNDS
When people get their names registered in this way, the Con-
gress of course gets some money from the fee collected. But the
principal benefit of the money so received goes to the respective
taluka [Congress] committee. The Congress plainly needs money
for other expenditure. Let us take the instance of Gujarat itself.
It may be said that a good amount was collected in Gujarat last
year. We spent all that we had collected. It was of course
necessary to do so, and this was exactly what was expected. There
have to be fresh collections for the new year. Certainly, money
is required for activities such as swadeshi, uplift of the Antyajas1,
1 A backward Hind Community, traditionally looked upon as untouchables,
later described by Gandhiji as Harijaas, God's folk